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SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO SOARES 
FROM THE SECRETARY 

1. PLEASE SEE SOARES AND TELL HIM THE FOLLOWING: 

WE HAVE NOTED HIS BONN REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT WE 
SEEMED RESIGNED TO THE POSSIBILITY OF PORTUGAL BECOMING 
A TYPE OF CUBA ON THE FRINGE OF WESTERN EUROPE (YOUR 
5447). ASSUMING THE QUOTE IS ACCURATE, I HOPE HE HIMSELF 
DOES NOT BELIEVE WHAT HE SAID. SUCH REMARKS DO NOT HELP 
US MAINTAIN SUPPORT FOR OUR PORTUGUESE POLICY. AS HE 
WELL KNOWS. WE HAVE TAKEN A SERIES OF ACTIONS DESIGNED 
TO BE RESPONSIVE AND SUPPORTIVE. BEGINNING AFTER SOARES 
VISIT LAST YEAR, WE ALONE AMONG WESTERN NATIONS ACTUALLY 
COMMENCED AID PROGRAM DESIGNED, AS HE HAD REQUESTED TO 
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STRENGTHEN MODERATE GROUP. OUR PUBLIC STATEMENTS, 
ACTIONS IN NATO AND APPROACHES TO EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE ALL BEEN AIMED AT FULFILLING PURPOSE OF SUPPORT 
FOR MODERATE MILITARY AND PRO-PLURALISTIC DEMOCRATIC 
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ELEMENTS. WE THOUGHT THAT YOUR RECENT TALKS WITH SOARES 
HAD INDICATED APPRECIATION FOR STAND WE TOOK PARTICULARLY 
AT TIME WHEN HIS EUROPEAN FRIENDS WERE NOT BEING TOO 
HELPFUL. 

2. YOU SHOULD TELL SOARES THAT HE SHOULD HAVE NO DOUBTS 
ABOUT MY PERSONAL FEELINGS TOWARD HIM. I HOLD HIM IN THE 
HIGHEST REGARD AND ADMIRE WHAT HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED OVER 
THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS IN MOST DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

HE CAN BE CONFIDENT HE HAS SUPPORT IN ACHIEVING THE 
OBJECTIVE HE OUTLINED TO YOU, THAT IS. ELIMINATING ALL 
COMMUNIST REPRESENTATION IN THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT 
AS SOON AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT AND SETTING PORTUGAL 

ON TO A STABLE, DEMOCRATIC PATH. 

3. ASSURE SOARES THAT YOU REPORT FULLY TO ME, AND THAT 
I APPRECIATE THE CONFIDENCE WITH WHICH HE TALKS TO YOU. 

HE SHOULD NEVER HESITATE TO SEND THROUGH YOU ANY PERSONAL 
THOUGHTS THAT HE MIGHT HAVE, INCLUDING COMMENTS ON OUR 
POLICIES TOWARD PORTUGAL. KISSINGER 

SECRET 
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